

ADOPTED 6/28/16


Introduced by Council Member Boyer & Co-sponsored by Council 

Member Carter:
RESOLUTION 2016-84-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE PARTICIPANTS IN THE LARSEN NEIGHBORHOOD WATER LINE EXTENSION PROJECT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, there are approximately 300 homes in Jacksonville’s Larsen Neighborhood Association, many of which are not connected to the City’s central water system and which utilize drinking water from unreliable and in some cases contaminated water wells; and


WHEREAS, despite numerous discussions over the years about ways to affordably connect homes in urban areas utilizing wells to the City’s central water system, no practical, affordable solution ever presented itself; and


WHEREAS, the plight of the Larsen neighborhood came to the attention of Northeast Florida Builders Care in 2013 when a disabled veteran and his family were left totally without water for their home after a shared-use pipe with a neighbor connected to City water was abandoned; and


WHEREAS, JEA had estimated the cost of extending water lines to all residential lots in the neighborhood at more than $1.1 million; and


WHEREAS, Builders Care has chosen through its charitable outreach program to provide the planning, design, supervision, materials and labor necessary to extend the City’s water lines into the Larsen neighborhood; and

WHEREAS, utilizing $413,000 in funding from loan repayment income received from loans previously made by the Jacksonville Water and Sewer Expansion Authority, the City was able, with the help of Builders Care, to recognize a savings of nearly $600,000 in providing water lines to the Larsen neighborhood; and 


WHEREAS, Builders Care, in conjunction with its numerous partner agencies, facilitated the extension of water lines to the homes and businesses on Paul Avenue, Robert Street, Marguerite Street, Don Street, Gilbert Street, Ocie Street, Clairmont Road, Lamont Street, Cambria Street, Kelly Street and Larsen Road in the Larsen neighborhood; and


WHEREAS, the extension of the water lines, which was completed in December 2015, has made clean drinking water available throughout the community, immeasurably improving the health of all those who connect to the lines and enhancing the economic stability and future prospects of the Larsen neighborhood; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the following persons and entities who contributed so vitally in a variety of ways to the improvement of the Larsen neighborhood through the extension of the water lines: Adkinson Engineering, P.A.; J. Lucas & Associates, Inc.; Jax Utilities Management, Inc.; AJ Johns, Inc.; Miranda Contracting, Inc.; Skinner Horizontal Utility Services, Inc.; TB Landmark Construction, Inc.; Sunbelt Rentals; United Rentals, Inc.; JEA; Southside Baptist Church; Pat Bridgeman; John Cherneski; Richard and Meloni Elkins; Courtney and Jurelle Stanton; and Jim and Marcella Price. Their contributions and civic spirit are gratefully acknowledged and much appreciated.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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